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The nominees for the Scottish Fashion Awards Retailer of the Year range from established
emporiums with multiple stores to exquisite boutiques, reports Elizabeth McMeckin

veryone loves to shop, don't they?

Well, af least everyone who loves

fachion likes to shop, which is

presumably why the Scottish Fash-

jon Awnrds Retailer of the Year cate-
gory is so strom.

Sponsored by Forth Wines, this category
celebmtes the greal and the good of enrrent
Scottish ratailers — among them designer
chains, famous houticpies and a few younger
husinesses as well,

As nlways, the judges will have to decide
which retailer gets their vote, However, with
such a varied list of nominees, don't bet on the
decision beingt an easy one.

Cruise, qrp‘lm]'ﬂ_v Seotlnnd's most famons
designer emporitm, has been nominated for
the retailer of the vear prize. I's been an
eventlul few years for the Seottish-based
company, which has stores in Glasgow, Edin-
burghand Aberdesnamong others in England.
The compony changted hande at the end of knst
year after o difficult financinl period and is
nuw headed by Bshion veteran James Pow,
who was previonely the head of the Rritish
hand, Aqunsentom,

Tsiness wranglings aside, Croise, which
first opened in Edinbogh in 1991, remains n
stnfwarl of the shopping scene, stocking
brande such s Min Min, Prodna and Alexan-
der MeQueen. With Pow at the helm, the
company is phmninp, to bring Cruize back to
its glory daye of the 19805 and 10905, by stock-
ing more forward-thinking designers and
creating imaginative vispals in the stores.

Fromone famons retailer to another, follow
nominee Jane Davidson is no stranger to
industry praise. This family business, which
was established in the Grassmarkel aren
of Edinburgh in 1060, is lenown for its tnstefl
selection of designer elothing and acressories,
the shop is now run hy Jane's danghter,
Sarsh Murray, and is based in Thistle
Street, Jane Davidson also has a suceessinl
online business selling clothes by designers
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such ng Jenny Packham and Herve Leger.

Just neross the road, on the other side of
Thistle Street, shoe boutique Pam Jenkins has
also been nominated,

This boutique is renowned for its unrivalled
selection of Christian Louboutin shoes and is
where some of Edinburgh's most stylish Iadies
gel their party footwenr.

From feotwear to underwear, this next
nominee has heen one of Seotland's biggest
retail suceess stories in the past few vears.
Boudiche, which has stores in Glasgow and
Edinburgh, opened in 2005 and has gone from
strength to strength. The shop sells some of
the hottest underwear labels as well as up-
andl-coming Seottish desiamers such as Acces-
sory Designer ofthe Yenr nominees Bebnrogue
and Keira Thorley,

‘The final nominees in this category, jewel-
ler ROX and designer shop Doll Boutigue,
are np strangers 1o pesitive press. Doll
Routigue, which has o store in the west end of
Glasgow, has heen receiving plandits from
Exshion magzines such as Grazin for its excly-
sive clothing collections and cutting-edge
designer brands.

ROX the jewellers has also been impressing
the industry, winning the crown of Independ-
ent Retailer ofthe Year Inst vear. The company
has one store in Aberdeen and three in Glas-
yow, and specialises in labels such as Toy
watches and Sworovski, W




